TRANSFORMING EDUCATION TO 
UNLOCK LIFELONG OPPORTUNITY AND 
SUCCESS FOR EACH AND EVERY CHILD 


A MESSAGE FROM 


Our CEO 


As each new year begins, we gratefully take stock of 
how far we've come in 12 months’ time. Despite the 
myriad of challenges that families, students, teachers and 
policymakers faced in 2021, our momentum to transform 
education did not waver. 


I’m especially excited that new opportunities for students unfolded 

in more than a dozen states through expanded private and public school 

choice. An additional 1.7 million students gained eligibility for private choice 
alone, and strong investments by states supported learning options, with an 
impressive total of more than $1 billion for new choice programs and funding for 
charter schools. 


States also invested deeply in closing the digital divide and building better workforce 
training and college acceleration programs. Florida set an example with a comprehensive 
education-to-workforce package that was supported by ExcelinEd’s Pathways Matter policy 
research and resources. 


And states continued to strengthen early literacy through policy improvements and new funding 
totaling $330 million in Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Tennessee and Wisconsin alone. 


Progress like this isn’t possible without leaders and partners like you. Each year, as we seek to accomplish our 
ambitious student-centered goals, | stand firmly with a heart of gratitude for all that you do and ask you to 
remain committed. To push harder. To be bolder. And to continue partnering with us along the way. 


Potuoca Sf esagne 
Patricia Levesque 
CEO, ExcelinEd 
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A MESSAGE FROM 


Our Chairman 


This past year we have witnessed remarkable achievements by students, 
parents and educators. More than a dozen states enacted or improved 
their school choice programs in 2021, and policymakers across the country 
continued to embrace new and bold policies. 


While many families persevered through COVID-related adversity to 

find new pathways to a quality education, not all students have been as 
fortunate. Sadly, there is tremendous evidence of massive learning loss as 
a result of COVID-related disruptions. 


It’s these challenges and opportunities that motivate us to continue our 
mission, advance new student-centered policies and work to ensure every 
student has the opportunity to unlock their full potential. 


As we look to the future, | remain certain that we are on course to impact 
and improve the lives of millions of students throughout the country. | am 
excited by new policies built around unbundling education, new ways to 
make funding more individualized and portable, new high-quality career 
and college pathways, and continued progress in closing the digital divide 
for each and every student. 


| want to thank all the policymakers dedicated to making this possible, as 
we work toward a time where all students can receive the personalized 
education they deserve. 


Onward, 


Bar 


Jeb Bush 
Chairman, ExcelinEd 
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JEB BUSH, CHAIRMAN 
Chairman of the Board & 
434 Governor of Florida 


ERIC CANTOR 

Vice Chairman and Managing 
Director, Moelis & Company, & 
former House Majority Leader 


CESAR CONDE 

Chairman, NBCUniversal 

International Group and NBCUniversal 
Telemundo Enterprises 


ALLAN B. HUBBARD 
Co-founder and Chairman, 

E&A Industries & former Director, 
National Economic Council 


SUSANA MARTINEZ 


31* Governor of New Mexico 


ExcelinEd Board Of Directors 


JANET AYERS 
President, The Ayers Foundation 


CHRIS CERF 
Former New Jersey 
Commissioner of Education 


F. PHILIP HANDY 
CEO of Winter Park Capital 

& former Chairman of the 
Florida State Board of Education 


JOEL I. KLEIN 

Chief Policy and Strategy Officer of Oscar 
Health & former Chancellor of the New 
York City Department of Education 


BRUCE RAUNER 


42"¢ Governor of Illinois 
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REGINALD J. BROWN 
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis LLP 


cr » 


GARY CHARTRAND 


Executive Chairman of Acosta & Board 
Chair of KIPP: Jacksonville Schools 


DEE BAGWELL HASLAM 
CEO, Haslam Sports Group 

and Partner/Executive Producer, 
RIVR Media 


ExcelinEd 
CO in Action 


ExcelinEd in Action is the S01(c)(4) 
sister organization to ExcelinEd. 
ExcelinEd in Action works with state 
lawmakers and advocacy partners 
to pass legislation that empowers 
families with educational choice, 
prepares students for college and 
career, prioritizes early literacy, 
expands innovation and strengthens 
school performance. 


ExcelinEd in Action Board members 
include Jeb Bush, Eric Cantor, Gary 
Chartrand, F. Philip Handy, Dee 
Bagwell Haslam, Bruce Rauner, 
William S. Simon and Zachariah R. 
Zachariah. 


About ExcelinEd 


CHANGING POLICY, CHANGING LIVES 


OUR CHALLENGE 


Organized around the needs of adults more than a century ago, America’s outdated education 
system is failing too many of today’s students, leaving them unable to access a learning 
environment that best meets their needs and underprepared for college and the workforce. 


36th 


Where U.S. students 
rank internationally 
in math.? 


OUR SOLUTION 


To address this education and 
economic crisis, former Florida 
Governor Jeb Bush launched 
the Foundation for Excellence 
in Education (ExcelinEd) and 
ExcelinEd in Action to support 
state leaders in transforming 
education so that all children 
are equipped for success. 


For more than a decade, 
ExcelinEd has been advancing 
student-centered policy 
solutions that are: 


> Improving student learning 
> Increasing opportunity 
> Eliminating inequities 


> Readying graduates for 
college and higher-quality, 
in-demand jobs 


The percentage of 
fourth graders that 
are not proficient 


65% 1.7M 50% 


in reading.” remedial help.’ 


OUR FIVE GOALS 


Massive challenges created 

by 2020’s global pandemic 
underscored the need to reexamine 
every aspect of education and act 
with urgency on behalf of students 
and their future. To create a 21*- 
century learning environment, 
ExcelinEd established five goals— 
each with student-centered policy 
solutions—to impact 5 million 
students over 5 years. These goals 
have the power to change lives: 


fh, Bridge the Digital Divide 
§.) Close Learning Gaps 


5 Empower Families with 
nm Opportunity 


(M\ Reimagine Learning 


AA Strengthen Pathways to 
College + Careers 


OUR VALUES 


The number of 
first-year college 
students needing 


The percentage of 
U.S. Millennials unable 
to effectively apply 
literacy or math skills 
in the workplace.* 


OUR APPROACH 


Policy Development & 
Implementation 

We bring deep policy expertise 

and implementation experience to 
develop and support state leaders with 
customized, education policy solutions. 


State Advocacy 

We collaborate, coalition-build and 
advocate for change where states are 
ready to transform education. 


Resources & Research 

We develop state-specific policy 
resources and conduct and leverage 
research to understand how policy 
solutions translate to real-world student 
SUCCESS. 


Thought Leadership & Convening 
We host the National Summit on 
Education to annually convene 
education policymakers, shapers and 
leaders, and we facilitate networks of 
states and partner collaboratives to 
inform policy and practice. 


COLLABORATION | INTEGRITY | SERVICE | EXPERTISE | MAKING A DIFFERENCE 


1 Programme for International Student Assessment ? National Assessment of Educational Progress 


ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | EXCELINED.ORG 


3 National Center for Education Statistics “ETS 


By the Numbers | 2021 


Q Ss 


°579 million °437 million 
Funding for New Private School Funding Secured for Charter 
Choice Programs hyd Schools 


5 States 


Adopted New ESA 


sos a Programs with 7 ¥ 
1 7 mi Ilion a Eligibility for 352K < 
e % Students ie 
Additional Students 5 ; d 1 Z States 
Eligible for Private School , ese ia School 


Choice in 19 States 


all 
$505 million 


For Digital Devices and 
Connectivity in 3 States 


A 
18 States 


Expanded Private School 
Choice 


~ 


°222 million 
New Funding for Workforce 


Training and College 
Acceleration in 3 states 


7 
7 States 


Protected Accountability 
& Assessments 


4 States M\\ 


$ 1 4. 6 m1 [lion Expanded Flexibility 8 States 
Funding for Computer Science & Reimagined Strengthened Early 
Teacher Training Learning Literacy 


- | | mi 
$330 million 15,000 


New Funding Struggling Readers Supported with 
for Early Literacy Reading Scholarship Accounts 


li Bridge the Digital Divide Mi Close Learning Gaps Mi Empower Families Bl Reimagine Learning Mi Strengthen Pathways 


ExcelinEd in the States | 2021 
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States Engaged 


in 13 States 


\ 113 
Policies Passed/ 


Improved in 28 States 
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States 
Implementation 
Support 


Coalitions in : 
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Testimonies 
in 17 states 
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State & National Partners Attending 
Speaking Engagements Webinar for Pathways 3 2 on 
& Webinars Matter Launch 
States Participating 5 5) 9 8 5 a 
in ExcelinEd's Early Lawmaker Connections 
Literacy, Innovation from 6 Advocacy 
ESA Administrator Campaigns in 5 States 
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Digital Campaign Impressions 


6 
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Convenings of ExcelinEd's Email Impressions Posts Resources 


6 Policy Networks & 
Collaboratives 


@ State Highlights | 2021 


ALABAMA 


Expanded high-speed broadband 
networks, services and technologies 
to bridge the digital divide. 


ExcelinEd in Action was live 
Aprile @ 


Mark Dixon of the A+ Education Partnership and Dr. Martin Nalls of i3 
Academy, a public charter school in Birmingham, address myths about 
charter schools. 


Parent and |3 Academy founding board member Deidre Clark shares her 
perspective as a charter school parent. 


PN GN RY) 


Prioritized computer science as a 
graduation requirement for 
+140,000 high school students. 


Required computer science 
teachers for +388 high schools. 


Created a $2 million tax credit 
scholarship program to serve 
+250 low-income families. 


ARIZONA 


Created flexibility for 2,700+ public 
schools to meet instructional hours 
through traditional and innovative 
learning models. 


Jeb Bush @ 
GiebBush 


Governor Ducey has an ambitious agenda to build on 
Arizona's success. Kudos to the Governor and the 
Arizona legislature. 


@ Doug Oucey @ Odougdvery - Fed 18 


Protected $344K for 
computer science professional 
development. 


COLORADO 


Protected the READs Act that serves 
40,000+ struggling K-3 readers. 


Secured +$3.3 million in operational 
funding to better serve 77,000+ 
charter school students. 


+$1 million in new funding for 
charter school facilities. 


Chatkbewt Colorado ® 
Ob) scnanseseco 


Colorado reading bills seeking more transparency and 
i rd 


teacher training extension move forwar 
ckbe.at/200zS20 #edcolo #curriculum #edchat 


Expanded special needs vouchers to 
include 50,000+ students with a 504 
plan. 


Expanded educational opportunity 
for low-income families. 


Expanded tax credit scholarships 
with +$5M to serve +3,500 students. 


Improved charter school law to facilitate 
growth and expand public school options. 


INDIANA 


Expanded vouchers and tax credit 
scholarships to serve 11,000 low- and 
middle-income families. 


Increased funding for all students eligible for 
private school scholarships. 


Created a new $10 million ESA to serve 


Josh Thomas 
@soonihonasts 


Great to see @Tim_Abrarn_|| testifying this afternoon before Georgia 
House Education about the importance of school choice in the 
Peach State. Kids are counting on us to get this done. 


students with special needs. 


Secured +$39 million to increase equity for 
charter schools and students. 


Improved student literacy with +$1 million 
and +$12.8 million beginning in FY23. 


FLORIDA 


Strengthened education to workforce by centralizing governance and 
+$100 million for enhancing data collection, analytics and transparency. 


$57 million for workforce training and industry credential incentives. 
Increased workforce readiness by awarding credit for work-based learning. 


Expanded private school choice, giving +1.2 million low-income public school students 
access to scholarships, expanding use of funds and guaranteeing access for military families. 


Protected $60 million to create 48,000 seats at Schools of Hope. 


Kassie Elekes 
Ok acsroBlokus 


"Policymakers can help by making military families 
eligible for every school choice option possible, from 
district-run public schools and prioritized access to 
charter schools to education scholarship accounts and 
everything in between." @ExcelinAction 
excelinedinaction.org/2021/04/01/a-m.. 


Protected funding equity for charter schools with 
$183 million for facilities. 


Reduced bureaucracy for charter schools by 
expanding authorization pathways. 


Expanded college acceleration with performance 
funding and 
+$15.6 million for dual enrollment scholarships. 


@ Alorida Department of Education @EducationFl.- Ape 6 

We are committed to being the most military friendly state in the nation, and this 
month, we encourage cur school districts 

courage of military children & tholr families! It's #MoethO#TheNilitaryChildt 


Bridged the digital divide with grants for unserved 
areas. 


Strengthened early literacy with enhanced supports ; - Pg 
and screening and +$207 million in additional funding. )933s ms. *“ 


Supported 15,000 struggling readers with Reading a 
Scholarship Accounts. 
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+$250 million in broadband grants for 
schools and at-home learning. 


Secured $150 million in student learning 
recovery grants. 


Protected $3 million for computer science 
teacher training. 


Expanded tax-credit scholarships to serve 
+1,250 low-income students. 


ExcelinEd in Action 
ir @ExcellnAction 


Thank you to the Kansas representatives who voted 
in favor of increased educational opportunities for 
students! You are meeting the challenge of ensuring 
students have more options to make learning gains 
despite the disruptions brought by the pandemic. 
@KsPolicy @ACEscholarships 


Created a $25 million opportunity 
scholarship—the state’s first—to serve +7,000 
low-income and special needs students. 
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Supported struggling readers 
with comprehensive early 
literacy legislation. 


Expanded supports for low-performing 


students through supplemental instruction. 


Increased education options through an 


improved voucher program and streamlined 


open enrollment procedures. 


Andrew Koenig 
@Koenig4Mo 


Today, marks a huge victory for Missouri students as 
@GovParsonMO signs #HB349 into law. For years, 
we've fought to ensure all Missouri children have 
access to a quality education, | look forward to 
#MOLeg continuing to work to expand on this amazing 
milestone. #Schoo|Choice 


Created a new $50 million tax-credit 
funded ESA to serve +7,800 special 
needs and low-income students. 


os EdChoteeKY 

@ECChoiceKY 

"Imagine if your child no longer struggled through their 
school work but instead was excited to learn every 
morning. Soon, #Kentucky parents can access this 
tremendous new opportunity.” @AndrewVandiver 


Read about KY's #schoolchoice via @courierjournal 


(@ State Highlights | 2021 


MISSISSIPPI 


me ExcelinEd In Action 
@ @ExealinAction 


Accurate Funding for Our Students could be the future 
of #Oklahoma education. This legislation is focused on 


establishing real-time funding to make sure every 
school is paid accurately for students who attend at 


that moment in time. #oklaed #okleg @EKCOklahoma 


OKLAHOMA 


Expanded public school choice availability and 
transparency and improved the funding formula. 


Created the state’s first Freedom Account 
Program to serve 90,000 students. 


Prevented backsliding in 
school accountability. 


Extended computer science courses to 
all 1,060+ public schools. 


ExcelinEd in Action 
or @ExcalinAction 


#1CYMI New Hampshire becomes the tenth state in the 
country to adopt an education scholarship account 
program. An estimated 90,000 students are eligible to 
participate. Read more education policy updates from 
June: 


+$1 million for computer science 
teacher training. 


Excelin€d in Action 
2D @éxcelinAction 


Thank you Gov. @tatereeves for signing the 
#computerscience bill! All Mississippi students need 
foundational computing skills — and the accompanying 
critical thinking skills - to succeed in one of the highest 
growing career fields. @CSpire 


Prioritized military families for admission to the 


school district of their choice. 


Raised the cap on the tax credit 
scholarship program by $40M to fund 
up to +15,000 scholarships. 


Provided devices and connectivity for 
all 485,705 Nevada students. 


Established seat-time flexibility. 


+$11.7 million to renew or restore tax credit 
scholarships for 2,300 students. 


+$15 million for Title | public charters serving 


ExcelinEd in Action 
@ExcelinAction 


A single mother in Las Vegas lost the Opportunity 
Scholarship for her son after watching him excel at a 
Montessori school. 


"State leaders need to do the right thing and let 
students back into the Opportunity Scholarship 
program." @NVschoolChoice #nvieg 


+16,000 low-income students. 


Expanded tax credit scholarships ; 
to +750 students. 


y 


Allocated +$367 million over two years to public 
school students and moved toward a more student- 
centered funding formula. 


Created a $250 million grant program to 
expand broadband coverage to communities. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Strengthened early literacy 
through stronger interventions and 


science of reading teacher training. +$41 million over two years in industry credential 


incentives. 


Expanded access to the EdChoice scholarship 
program. 


Provided $500 After School Enrichment grants to 
up to 100,000 students in low- and middle-income 
families. 


Army Dowel 
DA yDometel 


“During the 2021 legislative session alone, the 

Tennessee, North Carolina, Louisiana and Connecticut 

legislatures passed comprehensive early literacy 

policies...” @read_ct Great piece @kymyona_burk 
—» 


Allocated $108 million over two years to attract 
high-quality community schools. 


hechngermeport ong 
Strugging readers need help based on the elance of ramfing 

‘Aa students return to the classroore ths tall we eve an opportunity 10 enact 

standards Deved on Fre aclence of iwasieg 


Doubled funding for community school facilities from 
$250 to $500 per student. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Created schools of innovation to provide 


schools with flexibility to implement student- 


centered learning approaches. 


Ashley DeMauro Mullins 
GAshleyOeMauro 


Amazing leadership and focus on students in this 
#OHbudget! 


© Obie Senate GOP @ SOnioSenateGOP Jun 23 

The Ohio Senate seats historic budget agreement with strong bipartisan support, 
led by President @matthuffimant & Finance Chair @ElectMattDolan. HOHBudget 
Includes $28 in tax cuts, modernized schoo! funding formula, improved access 
to childcare, 

Read more: bit.ty/Shizerh 


ExeatlinEd in Action 
eS Acton 


investments to expand public community schools, 
private education choice and Industry certification 
incentives. More education policy updates from June: 


F Sccumcion 


With a unanimous vote, the #Texas House passed HB 
5 to expand broadband service. Thank you Speaker 
@DadePhelan, Rep. @TrentAshbyTX and the entire 
House for helping close the digital divide! #txed 
#txlege excelinedinaction.org/2021/04/08/pbri... 


schools. 


CG ExcelinEd in Action 
Cs WExcelinAction 


-@A\iceNeira: More #SouthDakota students from low- 
income families will have educational opportunities 
with the expansion of the tax credit scholarship 
program. Thank you @govkristinoem, Sen. @jimstalzer 
and @repjohnhansen for putting students first. 


#\CYMI The Ohio education budget includes significant 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Expanded private education choice 
to +200 low-income families. 


TENNESSEE 


Adopted comprehensive early 
literacy to identify and support 
struggling K-3 readers with +$102 
million in additional funding. 


Protected spring assessments. 


Ok ExcelinEd in Action 
WE @ExcotnAction 


Wonderful leadership in Tennessee ensures teachers, 
families know how best to focus resources, time to 
limit pandemic learning loss. Thank you @GoyBillLee 
@TNedu and all educators working to help students. 
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+$1.29 million annually for AP 
Computer Science Principles grants. 


+$30 million in Special Needs Supplemental 


Education Grants to serve up to 18,000 students. 


Expanded the Jobs and Education for Texas 
program to include charter schools. 


UTAH 


Prevented repeal of the state’s school letter grading system. 


Expanded course access and virtual course offerings to middle 


+$7 million for early 

literacy, including teacher professional 
development, evidence-based 
instruction and teacher preparation 
aligned to the science of reading. 


Excelin€d in Action 
LF @excakndcion 


.@ZachEckert6: As #Wisconsin families and students 
rebound from learning setbacks brought on by the 
pandemic, state lawmakers have laid critical 
groundwork for supporting young learners by 
prioritizing #varlyliteracy in the budget. 


Created Hope Scholarships—the nation’s 
most far-reaching ESA program—to serve all 
250,000 public school students. 


Expanded authorization 
pathways for charter schools. 


Patricia Rucker 
PRucherforwy 


Thank you @JebBush for your support! This legislation 
has been years in the making. 


Finally, families in #WestVirginia will have more options 
for education, and students with specific needs can be 
accommodated, 


GJeb Bush @ WiebBush Maris 

The #WestVirginia Legislature has taken a bold stand in support of educational 
cholce for students. Thank you @ruckerforWV and Chairman Joe Ellington for 
your leadership in passing the first private educational choice option in the state. ll 
excelinedinaction,ong/2021/03/17/leg... 


Thought Leadership Highlights 


“r+ eb bb be bb bbe 


Governor Jeb Bush: It Started in Florida 


°o 
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LEADERSHIP ENGAGEMENT 


GOVERNOR JEB BUSH 


Governor Jeb Bush contributed opinion pieces to CNN Business Perspectives: America 


is failing its workforce; National Review: The pandemic made it clear that we can do 
better for our children; Miami Herald and Seattle Times: Treat all public school students 


fairly, no matter what type of public school they attend. Governor Bush also participated 
in multiple interviews, including with Time 100 Talks, USA Gem 

Today, a Chalkboard Review Podcast, a fireside chat at SxSW | farastc ovens webinar yestordsy w) 
EDU with Western Governors University President Scott Ponryconmenty, BuevewasaPa of OF 


ryComuTunity, PLevesquePat of PExcelinEd, & 
@PrattAllon of @rveal focused on the 


Pulsipher and a panel with former US Secretary of Education | Ave'se"vsveran.adaressing ie impact of 


NCOVIDD, & advancing education equity, 
#LearongTuesdays €e: @itsyolie 


John King for the World Education Summit. He served 

as keynote speaker for Harvard’s Kennedy School virtual 
webinar series, School Choice in the Post-Pandemic Era and 
the 2021 Florida Charter School Conference. 


CEO AND BOARD MEMBERS Board members Gary Chartrand and Al Hubbard 
Patricia Levesque spoke at PIE Network's Using Stimulus authored op-eds: Ensure low-income students have 
Funds to Drive Recovery and Spark Reinvention, an Ed access to high-quality ‘Schools of Hope’ by Gary 
Reform Summit hosted by the Louisiana Association Chartrand and Why are some students worth more 
of Business & Industry, a webinar with former U.S. than others? by Al Hubbard and Bob Koch. 


ExcelinEd Board 
member Gov. 
Susana Martinez 


Secretary of Education John King on Maximizing K-3 
Opportunities in the American Rescue Plan, and podcasts === 
j ‘ q Hearing from @ExcelinEd board member 
on Education Next’s The Education Exchange and Se Si. 
Fordham S Gadfly. She authored blogs on assessments about issues facing rural areas in light of the pandemic, 


de fi Ed’ is . d d of New Mexico including quality education access. @Hunt_|nstitute 
. #OHSLR 
an xcelinEd s tive year strategic goals and penne convenes with 


op-eds: Chris Sprowls creating smarter plan for workforce forenee West 


development and Denying Opportunity to Attend Charter 
Schools Will Cost Hillsborough Students, Community. 


Virginia Gov. Bob 
Wise and Ohio Gov. 
Bob Taft to discuss 
ensuring access for 
all students to a 
quality education. 


Gary Chartrand: Ensure low-income students 
JOE-Nic-ie- Lolol-t-to Com etlepetreLttclitgimmctes elele) (Mey Ms ley ol 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


ExcelinEd’s policy experts participated on panels at more than 75 national and 
state events, including PIE Network’s Summit and Recovery to Reinvention 
Series, Florida Charter School Conference, Louisiana’s Teacher Leadership 
Summit, Michigan’s Big Show and Mackinac Institute ESA webinar, Aim Higher 
Workforce and Education Conference, Campaign for Grade Level Reading 
webinars, Digital Learning Annual Conference, AEI’s Early Childhood Education 
ESA discussion, a CCSSO Student-Centered Learning Workshop and Aspen 
Institute’s “Looking Back to Accelerate Forward.” ExcelinEd also joined National 
School Choice Week events in Arkansas, Mississippi and West Virginia. 


| 


se 
MACKINAC &# CENTER 


vor FURL IE ¥OuOY 
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STATE OF BLACK EDUCATION 


ExcelinEd published a blog series on The State of Black Education: 
What is the state of Black education in America?, What is the state 
of Black education in Mississippi? and What is the State of Black 
Education in Louisiana? Written by policy experts Kymyona 
Burk and Tim Abram, the series explores Black education in 
select states to shed light on achievement and opportunity 
gaps, successful strategies and economic impacts on Black 
students who do not have access to a quality education. 

The series was capped with a strategy session at the 2021 
National Summit on Education, bringing together solutions- 
minded experts in early literacy, teacher development and 
school choice for a frank discussion on improving outcomes 
for Black students. 


#AskExcelinEd 


OOM EIN TCH CO] OO G1 DES h-) 


STRATEGIES FOR RELIEF FUNDS 
= > Published American Rescue Plan: Guiding Principles and Essential Strategies for 
Education Funds to guide state spending of $123 billion in ARP funds allocated 
to the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund for 
safe school reopenings and recovering learning loss. The brief includes an overview 
of federal funding, guiding principles and essential strategies for implementing 
stimulus funds. 


GEER ALLOCATIONS 

CURL > Developed 2021 Update: How to Target GEER Funding, A Playbook for Governors 
SS to ensure that every GEER dollar has an impact, with strategic solutions to bridge 
the digital divide, close learning gaps, strengthen pathways to college and career, 
reimagine learning and empower families with opportunity. 


SUPPORTING PARENTS 


> Developed a parent-centered playbook that introduces five state initiatives to 
halt learning loss and address uneven education opportunities. Policy concepts 
include LEAP Grants, State-Wide Tutoring Corps, Teacher-Parent Compacts, 
Open District Acts, and Broadening District Flexibility by adopting broad district 
contracting authority. 
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NATIONAL 
SUMMIT ON 
EDUCATION 


ExcelinEd Chairman, Governor 
Jeb Bush, delivered #EIE21’s 
opening keynote address, followed 
by a conversation with Romy 
Drucker, K-12 education director 
at the Walton Family Foundation. 


aneyeee 


U.S. Marine Calvin Akery 
and his family joined Florida 
Speaker Chris Sprowls in 
opening the 2021 National 
Summit on Education in 
Lake Buena Vista, FL. 


Dr. Cornel West and 
Professor Robert 

George shared personal 
insights and inspirational 
reflections with Fox 

News’ Juan Williams 
during a special keynote 
conversation on the value 
of civil discourse in society. 


Dr. Jo Boaler shared her research on brain 
science to explore how beliefs and bias can 
impact education, identifying six keys to 
unlocking everyone’s learning potential. 


Next steps for Florida’s transformative 
education agenda sparked a discussion with 
House Speaker Chris Sprowls, Education 
Commissioner Richard Corcoran, Senator 
Manny Diaz, Senator Kelli Stargel and T. 
Willard Fair, with moderator Lane Wright. 


Journalist Amanda Ripley explained how 
constructive conflict can build understanding on 
issues where there may be strong disagreement— 
so vital to transforming education. 


Author Tim DeRoche shared 
his research on the origin 
and long-lasting impact 

of inequities in school 
attendance zones ina panel 
discussion with parent activist 
Kelley Williams-Bolar, 
Georgia Representative 
Valencia Stovall, ExcelinEd 
CEO Patricia Levesque and 
moderator Derrell Bradford. 


~— 


ExcelinEd 


Excelint 


2021 SUMMIT SPONSORS 


WALTON FAMILY 


FOUNDATION 


Curriculum Associates 


imo e@dmentum ath 


Wee. 
ing Ovations 


TRIAD. FOUNDATION WGU & g AT&T 
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STRATEGY SESSIONS 


STRATEGY SESSION: Learning from 
Disruptions: How States Can Reimagine 
Learning and Embrace Innovation 


STRATEGY SESSION: Education Unbundled: 
A New Education System for All Learners 


STRATEGY SESSION: Let’s Start at 
the Very Beginning: Teacher Prep 
for Early Literacy Excellence 


Citizen Stewart 
A@citizenstewart 


The entire team deserves praise for their 
gold-standard education conference. They make space 
for everyone, keep the message focused on issues that 
matter most, and deftly navigate tough political times 
with grace. 


Cambridge Assessment ALINING Oa C Se 
International Education CHARL UTIUILE FlexPoint Solutions 


EDUCATION CLOUD 


%% MGT 
LINCOLN CONSULTING 
NETWORK 


Me) 


STRATEGY 
SESSION: 
Pathways Matter: 
High-Quality 
Ed-to-Workforce 
Pathways for All 
Students 


STRATEGY SESSION: The 
State of Black Education 


f \ A.D. Motzen 
\ @ADMotzen 


Thank you Governor and for 
convening nearly 1000 education policymakers and 
advocates at in Orlando. As we heard at lunch 
today, the first step to better policy is listening to other 
voices. 


& TN State Board of Ed 
“= @SBEd TN 


The Tennessee delegation is looking 
forward to bringing back insights gained 
from to improve our students’ 
educational outcomes across the state. 


#EIE21 Highlights 
° 900+ attendees 


¢ 47 states plus Washington, 
DC, and Ontario, Canada 


° 98% rated Summit content 
outstanding or above average 


¢ 3.6 million reach on social 
media 


SPOTLIGHT SESSION with Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson: Silicon America: How Ed Policy Can Build 
a Diverse Workforce Pipeline for the Tech Industry 


BE FUTURE = , wanton ye 
READY e Ae : School Choice™ 
- ~ WWW_ESIWORKS.COM 
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Empower Families with Opportunity 


Parent demand for education options is higher than ever. But fewer than 1 percent of 
the nation’s 50.8 million K-12 students have access to a private choice program. And for 
families seeking public options, more than 1 million students remain on waitlists for access 


to a charter school. With proven benefits ranging from increased college attendance and 
taxpayer savings to academic improvement, ExcelinEd is working to expand educational 


options for all students. 


Facility indies Factry tueding Gap s 
Perered 0) News Mot sao08 sean Sua 
a 
100%, on 
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a ru won 
sada Teacsers That An Avernge-Sieed 
‘Charter Sched Cann Hire 
25% Ie 1. Because Its Faciity Needs Are 
4 ; 
om = — = 
mere 


Current nd Cavite 
(FY 2023) (rr 2026) ores nae 
Total Chaner Schoo! Facitry Gap 


Current 
avaen | suazsisn 


‘Projected 


Governor Bush interviewed by the National 


THOUGHT LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 


STATE ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS 


\ 


ExcelinEd in Action helped Pass 
policies to empower families with 


opportunity. 


ExcelinEd in Action helped Improve 
policies to further empower families 
with opportunity. 


Charter Schools Founders Library 
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Expanding ExcelinEd’s ESA Administrator Network 

Now in its second year, ExcelinEd’s first-of-its-kind ESA Administrator 
Network doubled the number of states participating in Network 
convenings. Fourteen states joined for one or more of the Network’s five 
virtual meetings plus the in-person event at the 2021 National Summit. 


The Network supports administrators from states with Education 
Scholarship Account (ESA) programs to share knowledge and resources 
for sound administrative practices, national and state-specific solutions, 
professional development and the policies, hallmarks and supports 
needed for successful ESA program implementation. 


iii panied nearing 


Special thanks to Governor @abBush for sharing his 
charter story with i !, Watch it tomorrow at 


W__ Walton Foundation @ 


Our recent polling found that parents show dramatic 
support for direct funding of their children’s 
educational needs. weighs in how state 
leaders are taking note and action. 


THANK YOU 
Govemor Jeb Busty 


FOUCATION 


The Year of School Choice 


ByJEBBUSH | May 27, 2021 6:30AM 
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Lawmakers 


expanded 
Florida’s Family 
Empowerment 
Scholarship program to 
ensure children of active- 
duty military families are 
automatically eligible for a 
K-12 scholarship. U.S. Navy 
Veteran and military spouse 
Rachel Darrow was able to 
use a state scholarship so 
her older child could attend 
the school that works best 
for him. 
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ExcelinEd supported states 
with technical assistance and 
policy implementation. 


West Virginia created the statewide Hope Scholarship program, available to all 
public school families, to help them purchase educational services for their children. 


“We are proud of our work to create 
the most expansive ESA program in the 
country.” 


West Virginia Senator Patricia Rucker 
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Reimagine Learning 


Schools and educators must put students at the center of learning, tailoring experiences to 
meet the unique strengths, interests and needs of individuals. Innovative strategies include 
flexible paths to academic mastery, credit for work experience and allowing students to 
learn anywhere. From delivery and pace to place and path, alternative learning models have 
become a necessity for a high-functioning, 21st-century education system. 


THOUGHT LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 


Network of State Innovation Partners 

Each year, ExcelinEd convenes education leaders from 
more than a dozen states to advance innovations and 
flexibilities and to identify actionable strategies that 
support more personalized, student-centered learning 
models. Three convenings in 2021 drew 22 participants 
from 14 states and 3 partner organizations. Agenda 
topics included a state legislative summary of progress 
anda focus on how to help educators stabilize, recover 
and advance toward more student-centered learning 
models. 


“There was a good 
balance of learning 
and sharing.” 
—Participant in the 
Network of State 


Innovation Partners 


#EIE21 — Education Unbundled: 
A New Education System for All Learners 
ExcelinEd CEO Patricia Levesque led a panel discussion 
at the National Summit to showcase emerging policies 
that can unbundle education. Student-centered 
innovations include part-time public school enrollment, 
expanded course access, microschools, parent-teacher 
compacts and parent-directed funding. Panelists 
identified what barriers exist today and what policy 

V NG conditions can unbundle the system to customize 
Micha 5 SLM in learni ng. 


etl 


“The first sentence of this document hits 
the nail on the head. It says, ‘Indiana 
has taken significant steps to put local 
education leaders in the driver’s seat 


GUIDE when it comes to reimagining education 
PERShaeRmEES TO and transforming classrooms into 2Ist- 
century learning environments capable 

& of meeting the unique needs of students 


» 


they serve. 


Dr. Katie Jenner, Indiana Secretary of 
Education 
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STATE ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS 


ExcelinEd in Action helped Pass 
policies to empower families with 
opportunity. 


ExcelinEd in Action helped Improve 
policies to further empower families 
with opportunity. policy implementation. 


ExcelinEd supported states 
with technical assistance and 


After a successful launch in New Hampshire, ExcelinEd supported 
Sal Khan, founder of Khan Academy, in advancing Schoolhouse. 
world in 10 states (AK, CO, ID, IN, MS, NC, ND, NV, OH, TN). 


7 as 


© ‘Tweet 


Phyllis Lockett 

PPryileL EAP 
Happy to share my latest @Forbes piece - featuring the 
powerful education innovation of Nevada, Utah and 
New Hampshire amid Covid-19, spotlighted at the 2021 
@ExcelinEd Summit. Applause to @NHEdCommir, 
@jhoneebert and @DicksonSyd for pushing the 
boundaries! 
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“We know that we need to personalize 
learning to fill gaps and allow for learning 
acceleration. Removing seat time gives 
teachers the flexibility to get students the 
instruction they need.” 


Jennifer Echols, Director of Online and Personalized 
Learning, Mesa Public Schools, Arizona 
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Bridge the Digital Divide 


ENSURING EVERY STUDENT HAS EQUITABLE 
ACCESS TO THE DIGITAL SUPERHIGHWAY 


Bridging the digital divide is a pivotal step in ensuring all students have equitable access to 

a quality education. Prior to the pandemic, data from the National Center for Education 
Statistics and USAFacts showed that 14 percent of schoolchildren had no internet access 

at home, and 17 percent lived in households without a computer. As policymakers and 
practitioners help students recover from lost learning, they know that learning will occur 
both inside and outside of the traditional classroom setting. All students urgently need basic 
devices and access to the Internet in order to continue learning. 


THOUGHT LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 


Digital Access & Equity Blog Series 

ExcelinEd authored 14 blogs on topics including lessons learned from the 
first round of the Emergency Connectivity Fund, real solutions from state 
leaders on closing the digital divide, the future of learning and digital 
readiness, leveraging broadband emergency funds, ensuring high-speed 
internet in every student’s home plus spotlights on Ohio and Indiana. 


ExcelinEd published a set of 
policy resources to support state 
leaders in bridging the digital 
CollViteXrulalell Orel ata atelalAVlal=4 

K-12 Broadband Goals Using a 


State Request for Information | 
Process with steps for states 


to efficiently aggregate the 
lodcer-lelov-Valemantla caine) e\era 

Vale aalelcemcte 0lin-10) a oleeylelo 
connectivity and devices to low- 
income households. 


Blog 2 


— 


Zooming in on 1:1 Digital State Spotlight: Ohio's E 
Access Md RFI 
Divya Sridhar, Ph.D. 


Divya Sridhar, Ph.D. & Sam | 
21 February 09, 2021 


% 
March 17, 202 g | 
ISTE & ExcelinEd - Designing the 
Future of Learning: Best Practices 


Digital Access & Equity Digital Access & Equity 
NDIA & ExcelinEd - The Time is 


ExcelinEd’s model policy, Now: Ensuring High-Speed 


es : | Internet in Every Student's Home | __ for States to Ensure Digital 
the Digital Devices for All Divya Sridhar, Ph.D. & Matt Robinson Readiness for Educators 
aes February 25,2030 Divya Sridhar, Ph.D, & Ji Seo Song 
Act, allows districts to use isceat acc eon February 02, 2021 ° 


Digital Access & Equity, Teachers & Leaders 


curriculum-focused resources to 
purchase devices for students. 


Sustaining the Emergency 


Connectivity Fund provides 
recommendations on leveraging 
the FCC’s $7 billion Emergenc 
Connectivity : 
ib lare mae) & Salat eae 
support 

students and 

educators with 

their in-home 

and off-campus 

connectivity 

needs. 


ExcelinEd hosted Closing the Digital Divide: 
Real Solutions from State Leaders at the 2021 
National Summit on Education, sharing effective 
strategies, such as procurement, affordability 
programs and 1:1 
device policies from 
Indiana, West Virginia 
and Rhode Island. 
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STATE ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS 


a OKC A) 


ExcelinEd in Action helped Pass 
policies to empower families with 
opportunity. 


Florida Virtual School meets a 
diverse set of students’ needs, 
with more than 12,500 full-time 
students and +190 courses—all 
tuition-free for Florida residents. 
The online school has served as 
a vital resource to families during 
pandemic-related disruptions, 
more than doubling its pre- 
pandemic enrollment. 


The Landreths, a military family, 
also depend on Florida Virtual 
School for stability in their two 
sons’ education. 


“We moved 20 times in 26 years,” 
said Cheryl. But with her sons 
learning online, the boys don’t 
have to leave their education 
family. 

“During the pandemic, 
their learning was 
seamless. We even had 
other families come to 
us and ask for ways to 
make it better for their 
children.” 


ExcelinEd in Action helped Improve 
policies to further empower families 
with opportunity. 


ExcelinEd supported states 
with technical assistance and 
policy implementation. 


Se ln mmole) ar-Cein[o) alin) 
address unmet needs for 
remote learning, with 
Titel ela Welalen @) sie Ker-lelg 
investing $250 million 
for digital devices and 
connectivity for students. 


Nevada provided devices 
late Raelalal telah inarelarl|| 


+485,000 students, and 
Colorado added a $5 

raalll Colaweae-laleme)coyzae- laine) 
connect 7,500 students. 
Alabama expanded its high- 
speed broadband networks, 
services and technologies 

to support students. 


“Supporting digital literacy is an important 
step in meeting the needs of our educators 
and students—yet also acknowledges the 
critical role that parents and families play in 
supporting learning every single day.” 


Nevada Superintendent Jhone Ebert 


during the p: 


least into th uture, children 


le to continue their 


safety during the pandemic.” 


— Gov. Kay Ivey 


4 4 With Florida Virtual School, we can take 
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our community with us when we move,” 
said Luke, a high school senior. 


23) 


24 


Strengthen Pathways to College + Career 


To compete for higher-wage, in-demand jobs, our nation’s students need postsecondary 
credentials—either a college degree or technical skills and certifications, or both. College 
and career pathway policies bring purpose to learning by allowing students to earn 
authenticated skills informed by labor market demand. And they improve educational equity 
by ensuring more rigorous courses are available and incentivized for all students. 


THOUGHT LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 


Pathways Matter Advisory Council 

ExcelinEd hosted four convenings of the 13-member Pathways Matter 
Advisory Council to inform development of the ed-to-workforce 
policy continuum Pathways Matter. Plans are in place to launch a 
Pathways Matter State Implementation Network focused on helping 
states examine their pathway efforts, identify critical policy gaps and 
opportunities for action. 


: | The 2021 National Summit on Education focused a spotlight 
session on one of the nation’s most dynamic industries—and 
its critical need for dynamic talent. Led by Governor Asa 
Hutchinson, the session explored how Arkansas created 
some of the nation’s strongest pathways into the tech sector. 
Panelists shared how employers and practitioners are building 
a @ more diverse, creative pathways into industry through a mix of 
public investment, policy changes and employer buy-in. 
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STATE ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS 


as 
ExcelinEd in Action helped Pass ExcelinEd in Action helped Improve ExcelinEd supported states 
policies to empower families with policies to further empower families with technical assistance and 
opportunity. with opportunity. policy implementation. 
« oat s 
My top priority is 
“ 5 ? . Brad Little @ 
| would encourage my child to take the classes Idaho’s children. We &p Brian coi Wiz 
necessary, but | would highly encourage him to seek ; 
ys : g Ue ; ge need to continue Thank you, @JebBush! 
actual hands-on experience in internships/work ; : 
. . to Invest man @ Job Bush & @obBush san 14, 2021 
experience to see how the industry actually operates 
. tapplaud @GovernorLittle for prioritizing Investments in early literacy, broadband 
and more to the point, whether he actually enjoys ee” education system and courses that prepare #idaho students with the skilis needed in today's job 
us » market, This will set students on a path to success. Read more from 
that gl ves the @ExcelinAction. excelinedinaction.org/2021/01/12/gov. 


Parent of Middle Schooler, featured in ExcelinEd’s 
Credentials Matter 
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next generation of 
Idahoans a solid foundation 
for lifelong learning and 
meaningful employment, 
here at home in Idaho.” 


Idaho Governor 
Brad Little, 2021 
State of the State 
Address 
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Close Learning Gaps STATE ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS 


Progress over the past 30 years to close learning gaps has been limited. Almost two-thirds 
of fourth graders are not performing on grade level in math or reading, and Black and ==." =: on 


Hispanic students are trailing their white peers by up to two grade levels in those subjects.? : UN wo 
Effective state policies have the power to turn that around—by holding schools accountable = : : 
for student success, ensuring all learners are reading by the end of third grade, directing 
funding to follow each student and empowering families with transparent information. 
THOUGHT LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 
ExcelinEd in Action helped Pass ExcelinEd in Action helped Improve ExcelinEd supported states 
policies to empower families with policies to further empower families with technical assistance and 
opportunity. with opportunity. policy implementation. 
“Ensuring students can =. 
read on grade level is a iP? 
“Lam so glad you . ; 
Early Literacy Network Convenings have provided us a fundamental step to sertiig ; 
ExcelinEd s Early Literacy Network met in person at roadmap to support them up for future success. € 
the National Summit on Education and virtually Alabama’s success, Toe eeece Garemocniitee \ 


during the year. Connecticut, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Missouri and Texas grew the network 
to 22 states plus Washington, D.C., with 73 

total members. Discussions among these expert 
practitioners explored ExcelinEd’s model policy 
for Aligning Educator Preparation Programs to 
the Science of Reading and a State-by-State Analysis of Fundamental 
Principles. The Network also explored innovative and effective early 
literacy implementation practices, with strategies and lessons learned 
serving as the framework for a comprehensive policy guide. 


and a network to lean 
on one another!” 


—Bonnie Short, Alabama 


on legislation signed to provide 
new literacy supports for 
students. 


Reading Initiative 


Alabama Gov. Kay lvey aligned her strong commitment to early 
literacy with ExcelinEd’s policy recommendations and op-ed, 
Alabama Needs All the Tools to Ensure Our Youngest Students Can 
Read, in highlighting the importance of the Alabama Literacy Act. 


=) Governor Kay vey @ 

The result of #COVID19 on student learning has not 
gone unnoticed. The Alabama Literacy Act is critical to 
ensure all students are proficient in reading at the 
appropriate grade level. @ExcelinEd 
#StrongStartStrongFinish #alpolitics #aledchat 


ExcelinEd hosted School Accountability: Answers. Not 
Excuses, for Enhanced Student Outcomes at the 2021 
National Summit on Education, sharing ideas for accountability 
systems that better serve students while also delivering robust 
information that helps drive achievement. 
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Fiscal Accountability 


AS WITH OUR FORMULA FOR STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT, THE FOUNDATION 

FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 
BELIEVES INACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSPARENCY IN OUR OPERATIONS. 


As trusted stewards, we are committed to sound fiscal 
management and maximizing the use of every dollar toward 
policy solutions that are increasing student learning, eliminating 
inequities and readying graduates for college and career. 


In 2021, 80 percent of ExcelinEd’s expenses were invested directly 
into our policy, advocacy and communications work to support 
states in transforming education. 


REVENUE & EXPENSES 


2021 REVENUE 2021 EXPENSES 


Other Revenue 


0.5% 


Event Registrations Management & General 


4.1% 13.0% 


Individuals 
2.4% 
Corporate 


8.0% 


Fundraising 


7.0% 


Program Services 


85.0% 80.0% 


Foundations/Non-Profits 


To review our recent 990 filings, visit ExcelinEd.org/financials. 
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ExcelinEd Donors 


We often think of education reform as policies written in legislation or 
rules enacted by elected officials and appointed boards. Rather, reform 
is a profound game changer in the lives of individual children, a gift that 
allows them to maximize their potential. 


GOLD 


PARTICIPANT 


GIVE WITH CONFIDENCE 
ee eT 


We are deeply grateful to our donors who believe in the gift of a quality education, and with 
their generous support of our work, we are transforming policy and transforming lives. 


r2 BELK Bloomberg Jeb and 
Rep Negron Philanthropies Columba Bush 
The Chartrand The Draper BILL& MELINDA 
DP Family Fund Foundation GATES foundation 
Kenneth C, Griffin HASLAM? Joyce CHARLES 
FOUNDATION F 1 tion DO on 
‘a The Margaret & * ee : i 
x Daniel Loeb Ye ae usan & Bi 
Ko Poanoe Foundation FOUNDATION OBERNDORF 


WALTON FAMILY 
FOUNDATION 


RAUNER 


FAMILY FOUNDATION mer EES TRIAD FOUNDATION 
Bellwether Education Partners Anthony & Christie de Nicola 

; ; ane y) 
The Cobb Family Foundation Lovett & Ruth Peters 


Golden Fleece Foundation RoUeeas in aS ca ~ arts 
for life! 


The Cobb Family 


illiam E. Si F i 
Al and Kathy Hubbard William E. Simon Foundation 


h Fi i 
Ann and Charlie Johnson Sher egnounesteD 


eee The Vestcor Family Foundation 
Keiser University : 
Foundation Kyra Solutions 
The Crown and Kunkler Famil 
y Mr. W. Grant Williams III/ Raquel A. Rodriguez 
Meyer Family Charitable Fund The Sayers Foundation 


Kathleen Shanahan 


The Mondello Family Foundation Dr Zachenah.P Zachadah 


The Foundation for Excellence in Education is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Remembering our friend, Zach 


Zach Eckert, ExcelinEd’s Midwest Regional Advocacy Director, passed away 
on December 18, 2021. Zach was a passionate advocate for students and a 
relentless warrior for ExcelinEd’s mission. He was a talented, kind, humble 
and loving colleague who embodied a passion for our work. 

In two short years, Zach’s boundless energy and 
warm personality made him an important part 
of the fabric of the ExcelinEd family. “lam grateful for the time we had 
together with Zach, and I’m confident 
his legacy will remain strong in the 
lives of countless individuals and 
students who are better off due to 
Zach’s selfless attitude, passion and 
hard work.” —Patricia Levesque, CEO 


Zach was a proud son of Indiana, a graduate of 
Indiana University and a stalwart fan of IU sports. 

He earned his law degree from the Indiana University 
Robert H. McKinney School of Law in Indianapolis. 


Zach lives on in our hearts and the many students 
he helped through his dedicated work. 


“Zach was a treasured colleague who was as known for his humor 
and affability as he was for his humility and compassion. Zach’s 
passion for improving education and opportunity for all students ran 
deep, and it was obvious to all those who met and interacted with 
him how much he cared for others.” —Governor Jeb Bush, Chairman 


SAVE THE | 20929 
D ATE NATIONAL SUMMIT ON EDUCATION 


Transforming education to unlock lifelong 
opportunity and success for each and every child. 


November 17-18 » Salt Lake City, Utah 
| j till 


Cs ExcelinEd @ExcelinEd | ExcelinEdSummit.org | #EIE22 
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